
FAFSA for the 
Class of 2021
Getting Started



What is the FAFSA?
FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid. Most students planning to attend 
college (whether a 2 or 4 year or technical 
institution) should complete the FAFSA. FAFSA 
opens on October 1. In order to receive the 
maximum amount of financial aid, it is 
recommended you apply as soon as possible, but 
no later than February 1.



What do you need?
You will need your social security number and basic 
information. You will also need your parents’ and 
your tax information from the prior-prior year before 
you attend college (i.e. if you plan to attend college 
in 2021-2022 you will need your taxes from 2019). 
If you are a DACA student, see Mrs. Neighbors 
before you begin.



You may opt to 
use the mobile 
app for IOS and 
Android phones, 
but using the 
website is 
recommended.



Go to fafsa.gov
Make sure you are on the correct website. 
If you go to the wrong website, scammers 
will charge you for filling out your FAFSA. 
Never pay for this. It is a free service so 
make sure you are on the correct website.

http://fafsa.gov


Click on “Start Here”



Click “I am the student”



    Create an FSA ID
Each student will need to 
create an FSA ID as a 
safety measure for your 
identity. This will be your 
login/electronic signature 
(what you need to sign 
your FAFSA when it is 
complete).



    Start your FSA ID
When you click on 
Create an FSA ID you 
will be taken to another 
website to complete the 
FSA ID process. Click 
“Get Started” and then 
fill out the prompts. 
Make sure to double 
check your Social 
Security Number.



Answer FSA ID Questions
Make sure to double check your name spelling, 
birthdate, SSN, and email before you finalize your 
FSA ID. Any typo could result in causing problems 
with your FAFSA. Use a personal email (NOT 
msdr9 email) and create your password. Write 
your FSA ID and password down somewhere safe 
where you can always find it.



Complete your FSA ID
Answer the questions, confirm, verify and finalize 
your FSA ID. Be sure to record this information in a safe 
place for future years.



How to start:
Once you have your FSA ID go back to the main website 
then click on “Start Here” & “I am the Student” again.



Now use your FSA ID to sign into 
the FAFSA:



Read the Disclaimer:



Select “START 2021-2022 FAFSA”:



Create your “Save Key”:

The Save Key 
allows you to 
save your 
FAFSA and 
make changes 
before and after 
you submit your 
FAFSA. It is an 
extra security 
step within the 
FAFSA.



Read through the Information:

Read 
through each 
of the 
questions 
and their 
answers to 
best prepare 
yourself.  





Answer ALL 
questions in 
each section 
(Some screen shots 
are provided but not 
all sections - make 
sure you answer the 
sections not included 
here in this demo.)



Student 
Demographics: 
This section will 
include 
information 
regarding where 
you live and 
your high 
school/college 
preferences.

If you are interested in having a job on your college 
campus to help earn some money mark “yes” for 
work-study.



Search for your high school:



Select 
Colleges: 
Put in every college 
you have applied to 
as well as any 
colleges you may 
decide to apply for, 
including 
community and 
technical colleges.



Dependency 
Status: 
Enter information 
regarding yourself and 
your parent(s). If you live 
with one or both parents 
OR can contact one or 
more parent then you 
will need to provide the 
information. See Mrs. 
Neighbors if you are 
unsure.



Parent 
Demographics: 
Talk with your parent(s) 
regarding how to answer 
these questions. You 
should provide the 
information for the 
parent you live with the 
majority of the time. If 
you are not sure what do 
or which parent to pick 
use the link provided.

Who’s My Parent When I Fill 
Out My FAFSA?
Link Here to be sure.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/who-is-my-parent.png
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/who-is-my-parent.png
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/who-is-my-parent.png


Parent Financials: 
You will need your 
parent(s) 2019 tax return if 
taxes were filed. If taxes 
were not filed, you will 
answer the question “not 
filed” to continue the 
process. If you are given 
the option to utilize the 
IRS Data Retrieval Tool - 
use it to complete the 
FAFSA quicker and to 
avoid errors. 



Parent FSA ID: 
If you use the IRS link, 
you will be prompted to 
create an FSA ID for the 
parent. Only the parent 
reported on the FAFSA 
will need the FSA ID. If a 
parent is not prompted to 
create an ID at this point, 
the parent will be 
prompted to create an 
FSA ID during the Sign & 
Submit section. 

If the parent does not already have an FSA for their own 
college account and/or for another child in college, the 
parent will need to Create an FSA ID. Both parents and 
students will utilize the same FSA ID throughout the 
student’s time in college. Be sure to save this 
information in a safe place for reference next year.



Student Financials: 
If the student did NOT file 
taxes in 2019, then the student 
will mark “Not going to file” 
but if the student did file - then 
the student should answer 
accordingly. If the student filed 
electronically, the student will 
also have the option for the 
IRS Data Retrieval Tool. If the 
student filed via mail, then the 
student will use the tax 
documents to fill out the 
remaining questions.



Sign & Submit: 
You will mark “No” to the 
question “Are you the 
Preparer?” UNLESS you are 
paying an accountant or some 
other tax official to fill this out 
for you. (Please don’t pay 
someone as there are multiple 
free helps.)
Then you will review your 
FAFSA Summary information. 
You can print the summary if 
you wish.
Then you and one parent will 
electronically sign.



Complete Your FAFSA
Get as far as you can with the information you 
know today. You can save what you have 
completed and then finish the FAFSA at 
another time. Be sure to keep your FSA ID, 
FSA password and Save Key information in a 
secure place. Let your parent or guardian know 
you will need help to fill out the parent sections.



Pay Attention to Deadlines
The state of Missouri has a February 1 priority 
consideration deadline in order to receive available 
grant money. The earlier you submit, the earlier you 
receive financial aid packages from colleges. Be 
sure to complete the FAFSA as early as possible 
(preferably in October) to ensure you receive the 
maximum benefits. Once the FAFSA is submitted, 
you can make corrections if needed at later dates.


